Draft – To be confirmed at 2012 Annual Parish Meeting


Minutes of Toft Annual Parish Meeting of 

Monday 9th May 2011 at 7.15pm at The People’s Hall

Present:  Toft Parish Councillors – Paul Hercus, John Betson, Elizabeth Dolman (until item 7), Pat Gouldstone, Rebecca Howling, Jeanne McCarten, and Martin Yeadon.

Cambridgeshire County Councillor Fiona Whelan, and District Councillor Tumi Hawkins.  Stephen Munday, Executive Principal of Comberton Village College; Glennis Virgo, Headteacher of Meridian Primary School; and 11 residents of Toft. 

Agenda

1.) Welcome to parishioners & visitors

The Chairman, Cllr Paul Hercus, welcomed everybody to the Annual Parish Meeting.

2.) Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Mrs Arpi Johnson; and PC Stuart Thorburn of Cambridgeshire Constabulary. 

3.) Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting of 10th May 2010

The minutes of 10th May 2010 were approved by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman.

4.) Matters arising from the minutes 

The Parish Plan was raised as outstanding parish business. 

5.) Local Primary & Secondary Education – guest speakers

Two guest speakers attended.  The first Glennis Virgo, Headteacher of Meridian primary School, spoke on withdrawal of school transport, fast moving traffic between toft and Comberton, and a major review and introduction of a new curriculum in September 2012.  (See Appendix A.)

The second, Stephen Munday, Executive Principal of Comberton Village College, reported that CVC had become an Academy with effect from 1st February.  Funding now came directly from the Government rather than Cambridgeshire CC.  The school was also able to determine its own curriculum, and was now able to adopt a more flexible approach to education than in previous years.   The building work for the new 6th Form College was nearing completion with a planned opening date of September 2011.   Some 350 places would be made available starting with 185 for the first year.

Comberton VC could cope with its intake of pupils only until September 2013.  Thereafter a new secondary school would be needed at Cambourne.  He was currently engaged with the Department of Education on the funding for this project. He hoped the new school would continue to be closely associated with CVC.

The 2012 Olympics would be coming next year.  He was pleased to announce that CVC was designated as a sports partnership school, and that it seemed likely that one of the pupils would carry the Olympic torch when it came to the area.  If possible a party of school children would visit the Olympics and Paralympics.

Questions were raised from the floor concerning use of cars, and the possible effects that opening a new secondary school might affect Melbourne Village College.

6.)       a)  Chairman’s Report on the Parish Council’s activities for the period 

             1st April 2010 to 31st March 2011 

Cllr Paul Hercus, Chair of the Parish Council, reported that several new Councillors have been co-opted during the year giving a full complement of seven. A new Clerk has also been recruited.   There had been progress on many issues during the year including; looking at ways to improve the road safety in the village, improvements to the recreation ground and progressing its transfer from South Cambridgeshire DC to the ownership to the parish council.  Improvements had also been made to footpaths in the parish, and he was pleased to report the possible acquisition of land for a community orchard on High Street close to the recreation ground.

The PC had considered social housing proposals, planning applications, and objected to the withdrawal of the bus service for primary school children.     A modest increase in the precept would occur this year to make provision for some of the responsibilities that are being passed to the parish council following cut backs by the district council and county council.  It was planned to bring Toft’s website up to date with records of past meeting, and new agendas, in the near future.

 The next traffic survey was raised.  Peter Johnson confirmed this would be done in May.  Questions were asked from the floor about litter picking, and the bus shelter.

b) Responsible Finance Officer’s Report

The Clerk as Responsible Finance Officer reported that whilst the accounts showed a significant under spend for 2010/11 the actual position was slightly more favourable in so far as an additional £1100 was committed but not spent until the beginning of the new financial year.  Even so expenditure was fairly modest in the previous year at £11,602 compared to a budget of £17,500.  This was partly as a result of change of Clerk.  The new financial year promised to be more active, and it seemed likely that expenditure would more closely match the budget.   An adjustment had already had to be made to account for an error of £299 in the carry forward figure from last year.  Fortunately this was a credit figure rather than debit but care would need to be taken to reconcile balances more regularly in future.  

7.)         Report from County Councillor Fiona Whelan on County Council 

             developments relevant to Toft followed by questions

Cllr Whelan reported that the County’s financial situation was very tight.  Cuts of £161m were being made over the next 5 years.  Much of maintenance work on pavements and highways has been delayed with jobs identified for the next 10 years. The youth service had been largely cut, and services to the elderly and vulnerable had also seen a 25% reduction in the amount of care packages.  

The library at Comberton VC was at risk because of low use compared to other libraries.  Whilst there were no plans for closure other ways would need to be found to run such libraries in future.  

The starting date for the official handover for the guided bus was 21st April.  This allowed Cambridgeshire CC 28 days to notify Bamn Nuttall of outstanding defects and allow the contractor to rectify them.  If this did not occur the Council had arranged another contractor to do the works.  No date had been set for the opening of the guided bus way.  

A new policy on speed limits had been agreed by the Cabinet recently.  It would now be easier for parishes to change speed limits if hey were prepared to pay the costs that were involved.  It may be possible to work with the Comberton Transport Group to change the limits and install traffic islands near CVC, and the Meridian School.

The County would be withdrawing its subsidy for the 18 bus service over the next four years.  This together with the withdrawal youth services was a blow for young people.    The decision by the County to also withdraw the school bus service for Toft primary school children was an area of concern on safety grounds.  The route to the Meridian School was shared between walkers and cyclists, and next to a very busy road.  Local councillors had worked with the Meridian School to oppose this cut, and parents had been advised how to appeal.           

8.)         Reports from District Councillor Tumi Hawkins on SCDC current issues 

             relevant to Toft followed by questions

Cllr Hawkins reported that South Cambridgeshire DC was under Conservative control following the recent elections.  

SCDC 2011/12 income from central government was reduced by 15.2% in real terms.  The district would not be raising council tax in the current year but would receive a grant of £173,000 from government.  Thereafter SCDC planned to increase council tax by 3,5% per year until 2014/15.  Whilst central government has confirmed that SCDC would be taking on £215m of debt it would be permitted to retain income from council rents and capital sales.  In the longer term this would be beneficial.

The Audit Commission had given SCDC an overall rating of good for housing but needed to improve its working with the private sector.  The Localism Bill would devolve greater control to councils and neighbourhoods, and give local communities control over housing and planning decisions.  An up to date affordable housing survey needed to be done for Toft, and possible sites identified.  

South Cambs DC was considering a transport plan for the district.  Loss of bus routes was anticipated in the coming years.  Community transport was a non starter without significant investment.

The Action Plan for Young people had been circulated to parish councils in the hope of improving communication with young people, and ensuring that services that affected them were in place.      

Cllr Hawkins circulated photographs of the open litter bin near the village green, and advised that she was taking the issue of its replacement very seriously, and asked Cllr McCarten continued to send her photographs of discarded litter around the bin. 

9.)       Neighbourhood Policing
a) Representative from Cambourne Police Station - None available to attend. 

b) Comberton Neighbourhood Panel – Cllr McCarten reported that she had attended four Neighbourhood Panel meetings.  These were attended by both police and local council representatives to discuss concerns and to draw up an agenda to address them.   The police had proved very responsive in dealing with local problems and in monitoring speeding.

10.) Toft Charity Reports – Cllr Hercus said it had been a quiet year for the two parish charities.  Whilst no requests had been made for assistance in 2010/11, the Trustees would be very happy to consider any requests in 2011/12.  The current balances were £489.32 for the William Eversden Charity; and £398.65 for the Joseph Warboys Charity.
11.) Open Session - a number of issues were raised, as follows:

i)  concerns were raise about cyclists using footpaths.  

ii)  The position of the proposed community orchard was queried.  It was explained this was on the field next to 46 High Street

iii)  Plans to extend the People’s Hall were explained.   These would provide an extra 11 square metres of space, and a new window opening onto School Lane.  Landscaping at the front of the hall would provide 5 parking spaces.  The Social Club was keen to help with raising money for the project.  Funds may also be available from WREN, and from SCDC’s Community Facility grants.    

iv) A new quote would be needed to print the final report of the Parish Plan.

v)  Worries were expressed about dead branches on trees overlooking the back of Canners Close; and from the grounds of Home Meadow.

The meeting ended at 9pm.

Appendix A

Report toToft Annual Parish Meeting from Meridian School

May 2011

Thank you for being invited

Proposed withdrawal of free school transport from Toft is of major concern. The reason given is that, following a review of routes, and applying the Council’s home to school transport policy, children living under 2 miles from school should not be entitled to free transport. 

· 10 children will be affected directly.

· The bus will still go through Toft from The Eversdens.

· I have joined with parents, District Councillor and County Councillor to oppose this.

· The route is said to be a safe, walkable one. I dispute the ‘safe’. 

· Children will have to cross several roads, including the main one.

· Derestricted speed limit for part of the route.

· Walking along a cycle route which is at minimum width for that purpose.

· Walking at the same time as all the traffic (including at least 12 buses) is heading towards CVC.

· Lighting inadequate in places.

· Safety surveys done before what we know will be increased traffic following opening of CVC Sixth Form.

· Indirectly, an effect on safety of all our children because of increased number of cars trying to drop off and pick up at school gates.

On a lighter note, we are reviewing our curriculum. We want to make it more vibrant and exciting, fostering skills as well as knowledge, and helping children to make links across all the areas of learning. Story so far:

· We have been on courses, visited other schools, researched curricula across the world – and now we are about ready to jump!

·  In September we intend to trial a theme-based curriculum – just for half a term initially. We will then evaluate it and tweak where necessary. 

· The aim is that by September 2012 we will have the new curriculum fully in place. At some point after that the government tell us that they will be giving us new programmes of study for specific subject areas. However, they have promised that these will be basic and slim. We have every confidence that our new curriculum will be able to accommodate those programmes of study. 

Glennis Virgo

Headteacher
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